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TO THE READER. 



IN addition to the requejl of the Relatives of the 
Author in publijhing the following Sheets^ it is 
hoped the perufal of them will prove advantageous 
to readers of varioiis denominations ; and that 
the Chrifiian Traveller will be encouraged to 
perfevere through the probationary exercifes at^ 
tendant on thisftate of exiftence^ to prepare and 
ft him for an entrance into that City which hath 
foundations^ whofe builder and maker is God. 

THE EDITOR. 



s 



THE 

LIFE, &c. 

OF 

D. CAROLINE HOPWOOD. 



THE intent of writing a journal "of my experience 
in religion, was particularly for the ufe of my 
children ; if the Lord fhould be pleafed to feparate 
me from them by death, or any other circumftance 
it might fometime have an ufef ul efFeft upon them ; 
and thefweet influence of love which attended raj 
mind whilft writing it, induced me to continue a rela« 
tion of my progrefs Heaven-ward. 

My maiden name was Skene, my Father was a 
Lieutenant in the army; a defcendant of the 
Hallyiard^s family, of Fife(hire,-in Scotland; mj 
mother's name was Lawi her father was a Phyfician, 
at Carliile : fhe was a woman of good natural abilities, 
improved by a liberal education, and of a re{igiou4 
turn of mind; I have frequently been thankful foj 
her many excellent inftru£tions*. 

I had one brother and one fitter; mv Brother waj 
an officer in the army, and died in the expedition U 
Garthagena; my filler was feven years older thai 
I, and my mother being extremely) fond of her, 
was not fo much noticed : I was naturally of a higl 
fjjirit, proud andpaffionate, andof afprightly difpofi 
A 3 tion- 
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tioA; bolts, la my retired moxxieBts»ferlous; 'aadwhen 
about fcven years old the Lord was gracioufly pleafed 
to conviA me for Hn, under which divine fenfe I was 
forely diftrefled ; and when I was about eight years 
of age, it pleafed Providence to remove my father 
by death. I was very much (hocked on being told 
that he was dying, and liad a great deiire to fee him/ 
but was prevented by a maid-fervant. I wondered 
itbat amongft fo many who had been called in to fee 
him die, not one appeared ferious, nor feemed con- 
cerned about his' eternal bappinefs. I kneeled down 
in great diftrefs, and prayed earneftly to the Lord, to 
pardon all be had done amifs, and to receive him in 
mercy ; and not being fatisfied with what I thought 
I could offer, I took up the Manual of Devotioosi 
(for we .were brought up in the eftablifhed religioin) 
and read the prayer for dying perfons in a folemn* 
ferious frame of mind ; and I well remember it was 
an awful feafon to nte, and I found great fatisfaftioa 
when I had done. The death of my father made a 
very deep iropreflion on my mind for fome time, and 
I was much afraid to die, but no one knew of my 
exercife, for I kept it to myfelf. Soon after my 
father*s death, I was fent to fchool, where the fpright- 
linefs of my difpofition got the better of my feriouf- 
nefs; notwithftanding the Lord, in his infinite 
mercy, did not forfake me ; for I was often impreffed 
with ferious confiderations, what would become of 
ray foul after death. When I was about twelve 
years of age, I often looked at the Priefls, and won^ 
dered why they were not like the Apoftle Paul ; and 
ufed to query within myfelf, what can be the rea- 
fon, the I*ord changes not, he is the fame be ever 
was ? But the more I faw of them, the worfe 1 liked 
them : and when I talked about it to fome of my 
acquaintance, they faid we were not to expeft fuch 
infpired men now a-days, as Paul was, for the Scrip- 
Lures were to be our rule and guide j fo I gave it up, 

reading 
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readii^ the fcriptures with delight, and longed for 
an acquaintance with God. The blefled monitor 
within often reproved me when I did amifs, whicU 
brought lecret conviftions, and I was foiuetimes fen- 
fibleof the vifitations of divine love, wlfen I ufed to 
be drawn into prayer, and in thefe feafons would pro- 
mife the Lord I would eadeavour to be better. 

When I grew up to woman's eftate, I became 
carelefs and indifferent about religion, drefled gay, 
and wasL fond of piays ; yet I was often favoured with 
ferious moments, and fweet drawings of the Father's 
love ; but pride and vanity proved predominant ; I 
went to affemblies and dancing, tho' I was not very 
fond of that diverfion. Thus I went on in a round of 
folly, until it pleafed the Lord to put a ftop^ to it bv 
outward affliftion, dafhing my joys, and ftaining thole 
pleafures which had turned me from the purfuit of 
godlinefs, reducing me from high expeftations in 
life to a low fituation, which was then caufe of 
great diftrefs and grief of heart ; but afterwards was 
matter of rejoicing, as I believe it was the means by 
which I was enabled to turn unto the Lord, and fees 
for more fubftantial happinefs; and though I fought 
it in outward elementary forms of worfhip; yet our 
gracious Lord, who is not far from every one of us, 
was pleafed, in his infinite goodneTs and mercy, to 
fupport me in my greateft trials, and fometimes to 
favour me with a tafte of that fweetnefs which flows 
from him. This drew me to retirement, fo that I 
fhunned company, and often longed for a nearer ac^ 
quaintance with him ; and have been filled with gra- 
titude at the tranfcendent love and goodnefs of God, 
in fending his beloved fon to be the propitiation for 
the fins of the whole world. I had alfo a fenfe of 
the purity of God, and that without holinefs no one 
could fee the Lord ; I was therefore defirous to for- 
give mine enemies, thofe that had treated me wrong- 
fully. 
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fulljr, and bad been tbe occaiion of many difficukies 
and diiagreeabie circumftances I bad to go thro' ; but 
found of myfelf I could not do it ; I therefore made 
my requeft to the Lord ; being fenfibie I could not 
cxpeft my fins and trefpaffcs to be forgiven if I did 
not, from my heart, forgive thofe that had trefpafi^d 
ag^inft me; at length the Lprd beard my cry, and 
gave me power, fo that I was enabled to forgive from 
my very heart, and I found. all refentment removed. 

Being in ftraitned circumftances, I was placed as a 
boufekeeper in a great family, and thrown into the 
world amongft many who feemed entirely ignorant 
of true religion, which drew me too much outward, 
the gracious vifitation paiTed away, and I loft the 
fweet communications I had enjoyed ; but ftill the 
divine witnefs for truth often reproved me, and 
many times I wept bitterly in fccret, and prayed for j 
firength to overcome my failings; once in particular, I 
I thought I would fet down my fins with chalk, upon 
the door of a clofet oppofite to my bed, that when i 
I looked upon it, I might be afbamed of them ; and ' 
many tears it coft me, but inftead of growing better , 
I thought I grew worfe; and the number was fo 
great that I rubbed them off, believing^ with forrow 
of heart, that I Ihould never find deliverance m this i 
life. I 

What a privilege it is to fit under the teftimony 
of truth; how often have T fought for inftru£l]on of 
the blind, who led me deeper into the ditch; but 
well aflured I am, the Lord will not forfalce thofe 
whofe hearts are fincere towards him; that the 
fighings of the prifoners afccnd up before him, and 
he will lead them to the place wheiie light dwelleth, 
tho' it may be a long feafon firft, by reafon of our 
infidelities, and the want of more conftant attention 
to the inward manifeftationsof divine truth. , 

After 
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After having'fervedfeveral years as a houfe-lccepcr, 
I was raarried. Determining to live in an or^edy, 
circumfpeft manner, we agreed before marriage to 
be very religious, and for a feafon we read prayers 
in the family, went duly to church and facr^mciil, 
but did not improve thereby. I had two children, and 
endeavoured to perform the duty of a wife and a 
mother in the ftrifteft fenfe, but with all my cir- 
cumfpeftion I Aid inio many faults; at length I was 
much diftreffed, and durft not go to the facrament 
left I fhould drink damnation to myfclf ; my fins 
ftared me in the face, for'row took hold of me, and I 
groaned for very difquietude of heart; in thisftraight, 
I oftea thought of going to theparifh prieft, but was 
always withheld.-r— The prefbyterians I had gone 
amongft, when I was diflreifed, but was not fatisiied 
with them, though I found one of their minifters, 
when in London, a n^n of g'feat integrity and pro- 
bity^ and who I believe was a good man according 
to his light. 

The Methodifts I defpifed as a low, mean people^ 
and havijog been deceived by a man under a Ihew of 
religion, it made me very jealous of fpecious preten- 
ces, and cautious of giving credit to outward profef- 
fibns of it. After fome time my hufband went to 
the Metbodtft meeting, and one of that profeffion 
canw home with him ; we converfed together, 
which gave me fome fatisfaftion ; he had a few 
w^rds in prayer, which reached my condition, and 
I was much tendered ; after this I went to their 
meetings, and the Lord fo ordered it, that the 
preacher opened my condition, and my foul funk 
under con viftions ; I tremWed and beggea for mercy: 
this was in the beghining of the year 1168. 

Haw good and gracious the Lord is I not willing 
that any fliould perifh, but that all Ihouid repent 
and live, ftfiving with u» in the day of vifitation^ 

drawing 
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I then went to one I was veryantimate with, who 
was accounted a perfon of great experience, and told 
her my fenliments ; fhe faid, Mr. Wcfley and John 
the; Baptift had attained it Hie believed, but it was 
not for fuch as us to expe£l it. I anfwered, that my 
foul was as precious in the fight of God as theirs, 
and what was the reafon we were not to expeft it ; 
more was faid a& dark as the firft, but I left lier, and 
it broke our friendfhrp. 

Thus was I bewildered, notwithfianding my faith 
and deikes increafed, and I was convinced that God 
was of purer eyes than to belwld iniquity with, 
alhmknce^ and that fin could not dwell with him 
• therefore we raufl.be freed fromit one way or other ; 
xkot could 'I reft fhort of it ; and prayed to the Lord 
oftentimes that he would accomplifh it in me, for I 
ftill believed it poflible. 

Nqtwithflanding I thought I had gone through the 
firfl operation of converfion, I wasnot yetacquaJnted 
with the inward crofs, which fubdues-fin ; that mea- 
fare and raanifeftation of the Spirit given to every 
man to profit withal, I knew not, never being direfted 
to it ; for though the Methodlfls talked of the opera- 
tion of the Spixit, yet they led all to the outward 
atonementonly, and tothe belief that fanftification 
was an inflantaneous work, recommending all to 
feek for it by faith, expefting itevery njoment ; not 
looking for fin to be fubdued by the power of God 
within, but foaring above the witnefs in its lowly 
appearancer flraying from that fimplicity which is in 
Chrifl; by continually looking outward, the eye of 
my mind was darkened, being led by inexperienced 
guides ; I followed them in by-paths which they had 
cafl up for thendfelves. 

I yet dreffed very gay, and a. perfon reproving 
me for it, ray heart retorted ; but afterwards t 

cohfidwcd. 
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confidered, that if fuperfluity in drefs was ofFcnfivc to 
the Almighty, it mattered not by whom he reproved 
me ; and the' it was a crofs to me to pull ofF my out- 
waixl decorations, I was enabled to do it ; and from 
that time every thing of the kind became eafy to me, 
which I attribute to my giving up to the lirft convic- 
tion, and which I believe is too often (lifted; by fo 
doing the ability that was at firil given is withdrawn. 

I was kept in a drift outward walk before the 
Lord ; but the feed of bitternefs ftill kept its power 
within me, ai\d for fome weeks comfort was with- 
drawn, though I laboured inceiTantly in prayer, but 
xould find no reft by reafon of my fin. After fome 
time comfort was communicated to my foul in thefe 
words, ** Fear not^ daughter of Zion^ thy Khxgjhall 
conie and du/ellin themidft of thee i^* I concluded 
the Lord would guide me, but how I did not know, 
for I had not heard of an inward light. O the dif- 
trefs of foul I often felt ; 1 begged of the Lord to 
keep me himfelf; for with all my watching I could 
not avoid fuch things as I knew were inconfiflent with 
divine purity ; I found the people I was joined with 
did not fee things as I did, fo that I feldom told them 
my feelings; for inftead of helping they bewildered 
me more and more ; nor did I know what to pray 
for ; therefore made a refolution not to alk- any 
thing of God but faith to believe in him, throwing, 
as it were, my foul upon him. 

I went to clafs as ufual, but faid little; finding 
more peace and happinefsin filent waiting, I thought 
I would mention it at the fek ft band, that they might 
alfo come into it and profit thereby ; a woman, who 
I thought of great experience, inveighed againft it, 
faying, ** I fhould afk that I might receive ; I had 
** certainly loft my grace ; I might well have fufFer- 
" ings ;" alluding to our circumftances, which were 
growing bad ; the enemy prevailed, and I began to 
B reafon 



reafon that it might be fo, for (he was an experienced 
woman, and muft know better than I. 

Not having heard then of any who praAifed 
filent waiting, I began to ufe words again, and loft 
my peace ; divine communications were withdrawn, 
and my mind was overwhelmed with diftrefs, hurry 
and diforder ; after a levere conflid, I was determin- 
ed to return to filent waiting, faying, "O Lord, I will 
** not alk any thing ; do with me as thou pleafes," 
and my peace returned as before ; tho' I was often 
tried with manifold temptations, yet ike Lord fuffer- 
ed me not to be tempted above what I was able to 
bear^ but with the temptation made a way Jor me to 
e/cepe» 

, One of the Methodift preachers came to vifit me ; 
dnd in the kleCt band, he with many others laughed 
at perfedlion, though they preached it to the people. 
1 queried with them upon it, and they were 
confufed ; the preacher fnearingly faid, ** Well, 
what does Mrs. Hopwood think perfedion is?" It 
was given me to anfwer him in a verfe of one of 
their own hymns: 

" Living faith, which dwells within, 
** Conquers death, and hell and sin ; 
** San(5tifies and makes me whole, 
•• Forms the Saviour in my soul," 

He turned from me, faying, That is indeed perfeftion. 

After this another of their preachers came .to fee 
me, and in converfation faid he was to preach that 
night ; that a perfon had defired him to preach upon 
fuch a text, and he was forry he had promifcd to do 
fo ; for fome gentlemen, he was informed, intended to 
come to the meeting that night. I faid, why {hould 
you preach from that text, leave it to the Lord, and 
give forth what he offers. He faid, he could not, for 
he had ftudied the fermon ready. What, faid I, do 

you 
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you ftudy your fermon? He replied, Yes, to be Aire. 
I faid, I underftood you fpoke as the (pirit gave you 
utterance. He laughed, and faid, that was en- 
thufiafam. 

I queried, Does Mr. Welley ftudy his fermons ? 
Yesi faid he, and charges us all to ftudy notes, lelt 
we ihould fpeak inconfiftently. I replied. The fcrip- 
tures fay, that holy men of old fpake by the holy 
ghoft ; and do you think Stephen's fermon was 
ftudied? He anfwered, Yes, why not. Well, faid I, 
you have deceived me; for I thought you a different 
people. He went away, and darknefs came over my 
mind, forrow filled my heart. Alas! faid I, where 
Ihall I go to hear a fermon immediatelv diftated by 
thefpirit? I did not then know the Quakers, nor 
what they profeffed. 

It happened thQ next time I went to meeting, the 
preacher had fallen iick, and a clafs-leader was deiir- 
ed to preach in his place. I was pleafed to think we 
fhould now have a fermon that was not ftudied. It 
was with reludance he ftood up, when on a fudden 
my mind was enlightened, and the words fprung in nie 
which he fpoke ; and it appeared as if beams of divine 
light ftione on my foul ; I never experienced the like 
before, but have fince. This convinced me the 
Lord would fpeak by bis fpirit in fouls if they would 
wait for it. 

I^ now felt uneafy with the Methodifts* principles, 
their minifters being under fuch a deception as to 

. preach what they did not believe. I became like a 
fpeckled bird amongft them, but did not know how 
to mend myfelf; the Church, fo called, I could not 
unite with, and entirely abfented myfelf from it, ex- 
cept on facrament days ; at which time I conftantly 

. attended until now; and during the intervals of dif- 

tributiog bread and wine, I was earneft with the Lord 

B 2 in 
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in prayer to bring mc into the blefled aflurance of reft 
and peace, and was remarkably drawn inward, when 
a voice fpake intelligibly within me, faying, Jcguaint 
*^3/fi(f ^i^h God. It came with power and life to 
my foul. I was abforbed in filent aftonifhment, but 
fo ignorant was I, I could not tell whereto find hira, 
1 looked around, and it occurred to me it could not 
be in the hurry and buftle, nor in the adminiftration 
of this outward form of bread and wine, which I ex- 
perienced was pot ufeful to me in my fpiritual pro- 
grefs; I therefore declined going any more, and it 
paifed away from me as unneceflkry and unfervice- 
able. 

A little while after this being at iny clafs, they 
fung an hymn which expreiTed much forrow and 
diftrefs of foul ; being at that time much blefTed with 
fweetnefs and divine love, I was flopped fromfinging, 
by thefe words inwardly fpoken, How dareft thou 
Jing a lie before the Lord; it being opened to mc 
that one hymn could not fuit a large congregation^ 
jheir flates being fo widely different, fo that I could 
not join them in iinging. I was concerned for many 
in their anfwering their clafs>leader refpefting the 
ftate of their fouls ; fome of whom, from a fervour of 
devotion, declared they had perfeft union and com* 
munion with God ; when alas ! according to my fenfe 
of divine things, I believed they had not attained to 
the mark of fo high a calling; and for want of more 
experiencgd teachers buoyed themfelves up under a 
deluflve notion of being' arrived at the fummit of 
perfeftion, when groveling in fenfuality, not acknow- 
ledging the faithful monitor within; for tho* they 
talked of the fpirit, yet would not hear of its being 
the teacher of men ; but turned all to the fcriptures 
as the only rule and guide. 

Eiom a crofs occurrence in our neighbourhood," I 
had to confider the pradice of fwearing; being ap- 

prehenfive 
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preh^rtfiv^ of having to appear before a Magiftratc '; 
it paffed in njy mind, Dareft thou fwear, when thy 
Lord hath faid, Swear not at all? It came with fuch 
convinqement that it was wrong, I determined not 
to fwear, only fpeak the truth, let the confequencc 
be what it would. Thus gracioufly did the Lord 
inftruA add guide me, though I then knew him nol 
as the divine light in my foul, which manifefted 
thefe thingi^ to me. 

My hufband's bufinefs not anfwering bur expec- 
tation, I fet up a fchool, and taught needle-work of 
alt forts, drawing, paftry, &c. and being confined in 
the day I frequently fat up late at night, reading and 
in iilent waiting : My ftate became much altered, 
and I began to be very uneafy when any thing arofe 
in me contrary to meeknefs and patience, and feared 
I (hould never be delivered from fin. I mourned in 
my fpirit and was troubled, and often wept bitterly, 
intreating the Lord to (hew me the way of life and 
falvation. I often thought, in thefe diftrefling fea- 
fons, could any one of like experience adminifter a 
little comfort to xne, it would be fome alleviation to 
my grief; but inftead of this, every one rejcded me, 
my friends and acquaintance forfook me, looking on 
roe as having lofl my grace, and obflittatcln my own 
opinion refpe£iing religion* 

A perfon who profefled with the Calvinifls came 
to vifit me j he was awakened to a fenfe of his mifery 
without a renovation and change of heart, but 
believed it inconfiflent with the infinite mercy and 
goodnefs of God to decree the damnatien of any one, 
leaving them without a pofEbility of help. Whilfl 
we were converting, thefe words opened in me; 
** Chjifljefus, by his death and fufFerings, purchafcd 
*' for thee and every man a divine light and grace in 
*' the heart, which if attended to will enable thee to 
" walk acceptably with God, and redt;em thy foul 
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* from death.'' This came with fuch clear evid^ace 
to my fouU that I never doubted it afterwards. I 
wa»ftill earneft with the^Lord to bring me into that 
Rate of reft my foul longed for, when it was imprcf- 
fed upon me that I rauft wait inr p^atience the Lord's 
time ; for it was not for me to know the times aiid the 
feafons^ which the Father hath kept in his own power. 
Happy are they who are made willing to forfake all, 
and follow the inward light of Chrift, which fepa- 
rates the precious from the vile ; not only reforramg 
the outward properties of nature, but Janctifying 
body^ foul andfpirit ; perfecting them in holinefs in 
the fear of the Lord ; the law qfthefpirii of life in 
Chrift Jefm fetting tkemfreefrom the law of Jin and 
death. 

Though I fometimes enjoyed fweet tranquility 
of mind, I believed I was not transformed into tfaie 
divine image, and defires were raifed in me that I 
might be enabled to travel in that path which leads to 
the palace of the Great King» the bridegroom's 
chamber. 

I continued noy iilent waiting, being convinced 
it was the only true way, for indeed I knew not 
what to pray for as I ought; fometimes I went on Tery 
heavily, and dcfpaired.of ever being delivered from 
my diilrefs, and thought. I was deluded, and might 
as well give up all thoughts of it ; and once being 
very lo^, refuge failed me ; no man cared for my 
foul ; the Lord hid, as it were, his face from me ; 
and being in agonies of diftrefs, the enemy wbifpered 
in my eai*, that hell could be no worfe, I mi^ht as 
well dcftroy myfelf, and put an etv^ to my life, as 
be fo perplexed in uncertainty i but the Lord gra- 
cioufly interfered* and a fweet voice founded loudly 
within nw. " Fear not -I Thou (halt bear witnefs of 
the truth.*' My foul was filled with tbankfgiving 
find praife fojp bis infinite njercy, in preferviDg: me 
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from the wHes of Sataiit who is daily lying iii wait, 
feekiog^hom be may cnfnare. 

The Methodifts entirely forfook me, and being 
alone one evening Citing in filent forrow, a neigh- 
bour, one of the people called Quakers, brought me 
a fmall treatife written by John Woolman. I read 
it I and it was entirely adapted to mv experience, and 
contained the truth I had fo long (ought after ; and 
being convinced there was a people in the praAice 
of filent waiting, it filled me with delight and praife ; 
and when I came to that fentence. Call no man 
Father upon earthy for one is your Father^ which is 
in heaven^ my foul felt fuch enlargement, fuch 
fweetnel^, and liberty from all created things, and 
all human friendfhip, that I could experimentally 
fay, ThoUi O Lordy haft broken my bonds^ andcajt 
away my cords from me t for thou art my Father and 
my merciful God ! 

Now I was fatisfied that filent worfbip was; not 
only pra£lifed by me, but by^ many others ; and 
believed without adoubtr that it was the Lord who 
had drawn me to it. After this I went to the Quakers* 
naecting, but did not meet with that fatisfaaioii I 
expefted ;, the people feemcd to me to be carelefs 
and indifferent, nor did there appear that gravity aad 
folidity in their deportment whicli became the fo- 
lemn occafion ; fo that they were a ftumbling block 
to me, and I fighed in fecret, and faid. Are thefe 
ihy people, O Lord ? when thefe words pafTed my 
mind : There are fomc in Sardis who wear white 
garments^ for they are worthy. This fatisfied me 
for that time, but I did but go a few times more, as 
I found no great ufe from it« 

In a fhort time after this, my elded daughter, 
about eight yearqt of age, having often faid flie would 
be a c^uaker, went to the neighbour who had lent me 
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the book, to go with them to meeting. Upon 
their return, the child was earneft with me to go in 
the afternoon, faying, There was ftich a preacher as 
I never heard ; du go and hear him. I remarked the 
child's earneftnefs. but having witneffed iuch a de- 
liverance from men^ I was afraid of leaning on them 
again, and endeavoured to perfuade her to go with- 
out mc, but could not prevail ; fo 1 gave up and 
went, and rejoiced that 1 did fo. Edmund Gurney» 
from Norwich, was there, and his preaching raifed 
the life in me, tendered my heart, opened my un- 
derllanding, and tears of praife and thankfgiviDg 
bedewed my cheeks. Upon my return from meet- 
ing 1 had a deiire to have an interview with him, 
which in the courfe of a few days was obtained, 
very much to my fatisfa6lion, and his alfo ; for an 
exercife had been on his mind for the Methodifls 
fome time before he came to Leeds. 

I now determined to go to no other place of wor- 
ship than Friends meetings, being convinced their 
principles were the truth. I had a prefent made of 
Barclay's Apology, and 1 found it was the word 
manifefted in my heart by a ftiil fmall voice, which 
had fo often taught and comforted me, and had dif- 
covered to me all my defeSs ; and when I was reading 
upon liient worlhip, my mind wjs divinely illumi- 
nated beyond deicription, which filled me with joy,, 
attended with a voice intelligibly heard in my foul, 
Arije^ my love, my fair ont, and come away; which 
appeared to me to be a call from the elementary 
forms of religion, to the fimplicity of the truth, to 
true fpiritual worfhip, to the li^'htofChrift manifefted 
within, which was ordained from the foundation of 
the world, to fave loft man, and reftore him to the 
joy of God's falvatioa. 

I now thought of leaving the Methodifts fociety, 
and goiag amongft the Quakers ; being aow fatisfied 
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with their principles* I faid^ Surely this people Jkall 
be my people^ and their Godjhall be my God. I ac- 
quainted my ciafs-leader with my intention, who 
ufed many arguments to difluadf me from it. > I told 
him Iwas convinced their principles were the truth, 
0nd what I had fought a long while, and was deter- 
mined to go amongft them : I took leave of my 
band ; we all wept, and parted in a very tender 
manner. I alfo thought proper to bid farewell to 
thofe I met with in the feleft b^nd, and went one 
evening for that purpofe. When I told them my 
errand, they were againft it, faying, When people 
changed, -they generally came to nought. Some 
inveighed againft the Quakers, and faid, '' I fhould 
•* be no better forgoing amongft them, they were a 
" felfifh, worldly-minded people, ^nd had toft the 
'' life ; it was certainly a deluiion ; I was wrong, and 
*• (hould lofe all my grace.'* 

I paid a vifit to a woman I much efteemed, who 
at this time lay on her death-bed ; after fomc time 
of filence, ftie took me by the hand and faid, " My 
"dear! I have been much exercifed on your ac- 
** count ! I have gone through a fore travail for you : 
*• you will meet with great "croffes amongft Friends, 
*« and will fufFer agreat deal ; your friends, like Job's, 
" will perlecute and deride you : you will go through 
" many afflifting feafons, but you will at laft with 
♦• him enjoy more than ever." — After a fhort paufe 
Ihe again faid, " Oh what fufferings you have to go 
** through!" I took my leave of her, and flie died in a 
few days. This made a great imprefllon upon me, 
but did not remove m^ from my f^edfaftneis in going 
amongft Friends. 

I was now convinced I ought to ufe the fingic 
language, and that compliments came in a time of 
darknefs, men feeking honour one of another^ and 
not that honour which comeih/rom God only^ and 
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that to fay y^u to a iingle perfon was contrary to 
ibripture, and improper, had its origin in flattery, 
and that Eiihu was taught riot to give flattering titles 
to men. The clear evidence of this being feaied on 
iny mind, I was enabled to give up to it, though ia 
the crofs to my own wfll ; but felt a concern left 
Friends fhould think I did it to pleafe them. 

I was called to go to the perfon I had lived with as 
houfe-keeper ; he being a man of large property, it 
was very hard for me to give up, fuppofing how much 
he would be offended at my freedom ; but the Lord 
ftrengthened me, and I took courage and went. 
When I came to hira he was fo far from being dif- 
pleafed, that he profeiTed great pleafure in feeing 
me, and defired me to go to (ce his lifter, which I did, 
and met with the fame kind reception.«-*-*-May this 
be encouragement to fuch as may be tried in the 
fame manner, to truft in the Lord, for in the Lord 
Jehtwah is everlafting Jirength ; and if we give up 
freely he will give ftrength and ability to perform 
what he requires, and alfo good wages ; for the 
joy, the peace, the ferenity of my mind is not to be 
^xpreifed ; nor did leverfind any tlifficulty afterward 
to any one. 

Inowftripped my children, as well as myfelf, of 
every decoration in drefs that was not needful ; and 
it was preiTed upon me with fome weight, that I mufl: 
not wear a black filk cloak any longer, but have a 
drab cloth one, a drab fur hat, and a green apron ; 
this continued with me fome weeks, and appeared 
an infurmountable crofs. I. alio thought Friends 
would imagine I changed my drefs to pleafe th^m, 
and from no other motive, and in this I was not mif- 
taken. I queried with the Lord, begging he would 
-"be pleafed to Ihew me the reafon, why he required 
it of me, feeing it was not the drefs now ufed, and 
that(wasRotjdned among them* It was opened 
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in my mind, that at the firft gathering of Friends, it 
was the drefs they then wore, and if they had been 
faithful to the nianifeflations of duty, they would have 
kept to their primitive iimplicity, and out of the 
famions of the world, which many running into was 
a convincing proof of their decleniion in fhunning 
the crofs, — 1 would have gladly been excufed, 
believing it would be a fign tv^y where fpoken 
againft^ which afterwards came to pafs ; but my 
didrels for three days and three nights was beyond 
defcription ; darknefs and fear covered my mind, 
and I found no way to efcape ; at length I reiigned my 
will to the Lord, and determined to yield to the 
requiring, which I did, in fear, and great dread ; and 
when I got to meeting thus apparelled, I was filled 
with joy, and comforted with thefe words founded 
in my mind : — Ftar, notf worm Jacobs I am thy 
God I Thou art blejfed who hath obeyed my com- 
mandment^ for thou haft right to the tree of Life^ and 
flialt enter in at the gate into the city. Friends were 
much difpleafed with me, faying I was too forward ; 
but this was little to me ; for I was fatisfied I had not 
done it in my own will, but in the will of God. 

I thought it right to ofFer my felf to join Friends, but 
it feemed a great crofs to me to go about it. I waited 
in much recollection with this application of heart : 
*' Oh, Lord, pleafe to (hew me thy will in' it;" light 
beamed forth in me with thefe words, Take up thy 
crofsy and follow me. I arofe and went to an 
Elder's houfe, and told him I had a defire to join the 
fociety ; he appeared greatly confufed and fhy, but 
faid he would acquaint Friends with it. I after- 
wards met with many obftacles, but it was far from 
difcouraging me, as I believed I had not aded in my 
own will, but under the exercife of the crofs. • 

People began to have an odd opinion of me; fome 
who had fent their children to my fchool, thought I 
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was Hght-headcd, and look their children froni me, 
luppofing I fliould give them a vulgar addrefs, attri- 
buting my tranfition from a polite well-bred wo- 
man to a flupid Quaker, the effect of melancbcly ; 
but I was enabled to bear all with patience and re- 
fignation. 

I took in plain^vork, for I could not fet on ruffles 
upon (hirts, nor work embroidery, painting, &c. as 
heretofore, there being fo much fypei'fluity in them, 
inconfiftent with that plainnefs truth leads into. 

It was extremely trying to me to give up my fchool, 
not knowing what to do for a livelihood ; forfakcn 
by my ifriends, difowned by my relations, and my 
hufband all this time in the country working for his 
ownfupport. 

I believed it my duty to fpeak a few words in 
meetings, and was reje£ted ; which caufed me much 
exercife of mind, thinking whetl>er I was right. One 
of the Eiders came the morning after I had fpoken, 
and told me Friends were not pleafed with ray fpeak- 
ing in meetings,, becaufe I was not joined; but he 
defired me not to go away burthened. In the after- 
noon another came, and deiired I would not attempt 
to fpeak in meetings, for he did not believe it was 
re(^uired of me, and Friends difapproved of it. I 
anlwercd, that I never had to my knowledge fpoken 
in meetings, but when I apprehended it my duty, 
and when that was the cafe I certainly (hould do it, 
and therefore could not promife any thing to the 
cpntrary. 

Thus was I tofled at a time when I wanted a 
friend and a nurfing father. Alas 1 this outward 
memberfliip what will it do for any one at the dif- 
folution of foul and body ; if we are not borji again of 
that incorruptible feed, which livath and abidethjor 
ever ? \ 

I had 
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I had many ups and downs, my chariot wheels 
often went on heavily, and I was deprefled in fpirit, 
from an apprehendon I was not called to fervice^ 
and that I was wrong, darkening council bj/ uttering 
words without knowledge^ through fear of not doing 
my duty, and I queried in my fel^ whether I had done 
right in leaving the Methodifts, and whether I ihould 
return to them again ; fo that my depreflion of fpirit 
was great, and it pleafed th6 Lord to chaftize me^ 
and (hew me when I Was wrong, and open my 
ufiderflanding to fee, that to be a minifter of the 
everlafting gofpel was to be chofen of God as war 
Aaron, and to be anointed with holy oil ; and that 
preparatory to fuch a fervice I had need of many 
deep baptifms, and that I muft take up my re& 
amongft Friends. 

I then refolved to continue among them, let mj 
afflidion be ever fo g-reat, though it was given me to 
believe I was hidden from them, and that I was to- 
fufFer for his name's fake, who had vifited me, and to 
be defpi/ed and rejected of men, an alien io my mO" 
therms children* 

I humbled myfelf before the Lord, and begged to 
know why he fuffered me to err in judgment, feeing 
. my whole defire was to pleafe him, and that I had 
£iven up myfelf entirely to his teaching ; when it 
appeared to me neceflary I fliould go through thefe 
ftates for the good of others, that I might perfeflly 
know the treachery of the ferpentine wifdom» the 
depth of the myftery of iniquity, and the ground of 
that preaching which prevails aoiongll moft pro- 
felTors, and reaches no farther than the outward or 
hiftorical part of true religion ; though they may talk 
high of it, and make great profeflion of fan^ity, yet 
fuch minifters not being baptized for the dead, are 
not able to raife the life of Chrift in the hearers j 
and the Apoftle fays, //Chrift be not rifen, our teach^ 
C ivg 
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ing is in vain. Whereas thofe miniftcrs, qualified, 
called and fent forth ty Chrift, waiting for, and daily 
receiving frefh fupplies from hina, give freely ; and 
from the fame fpirit it fpreads into feverai branches 
or gifts, fuch as prophecy, exhortation, reproof and 
inftruftion. 

But here I faw great danger of the exalted part 

?;ettingup in thofe who'are not thoroughly purified, 
hq ferpentine wifdom entering in at the unguarded 
part, drawing the mind outward, and thereby into 
xnany unneceflary and improper expreflions: but 
fuch as have the word of the Lord, let them fpeak it 
faithfully, the creature having no part in it, but as a 
trumpet, through which the found pafleth, wholly 
and entirely without mixture; it being the fireams 
of life flowing from the throne of God, the creature 
having. ffotliing of its6wn, yetpofleiibth all things in 
God, who is All in All. 

I went through many exercifes of foul, and the 
feals were opened in me in their pro]{)er order, and I 
beheld wonderful things in the vifion of life, which 
r then thought was the new life in God; but the 
'Lord was pleated to fhjew me, that this difpenfation 
was to pafs away, which fome refting io had negleft- 
ed the great work of falvation, which confifts in fub- 
duingfclf iind fin; therefore I befoughtthe Lord not 
to fpare me till he brought forth judgment unto vic- 
tory. I law that regeneration was a progreflivc 
work, and that it was fome time before the foul was 
fo purified, as to be capable of perfeft union with 
God ; for light is not life, though the foul may be fo 
far purified, as to refleA that light in which myfteries 
are feen, and the hidden things difcovered, yet tbis 
pleafing, and to fome, delightful fenfation, is not to 
be relied in ; for thd* lunderjiood all vij/fteriesy and 
had faith that I could remove mountains ^ and under ^ 
ftood allprophem/f andj/et had not charity ^ itprofiteth 
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nothing; for divine charity is the love of God, which 
fpftens and tenders the foul, fubjefts and reduces 
every thing in us that is contrary to its own nature, 
and pourirays its lovely image on the heart ; for God 
is lov€y and he thatdwellethin love, dwdleth in him. 

Oh ! the goodnefs and mercy of God, and his 
faithfulnefs to thofe who obey him. Let none 
be afraid to give up to his requirings, for he \yill 
never fail thofe who put their truft alone in Him ; 
his mercy and love are unbounded, and his ways paft 
finding oujt; to him be glory, praife and thankfgiving 
for ever and ever; Amen ! 

As the feals were gradually opened in me, and 
the trumpets founded in my foul, I faw there was a 
higher difpenfation, when reprefcntations, vifions and 
parables would ceafe. Henceforth, fays our Lord, 
/ willfpegk no mare to you in parables,' but wilt de^ 
dare or /peak plainly of the Father; ^nd as God 
fpake to Mofes face to face under the. difpenfation of 
the outward law, written upon tables of ftone, and 
handed to Mofes, who was not only the type of the 
fpirit, the leader and guide of the children of Ifrael ; 
but he was alfp the reprefentative of the great prophet 
Chrift Jefus, who teaches his people himfelf, by the 
operation of his holy fpirit in the heart (a meafure of 
which is given to every man to profit withal) where 
the hidden myfteries of divine wifdom are clearly 
opened to the renewed foul in the new birth, borrif 
not of the will of man but of the will of God, of in-^ 
corruptible feed, where the foul is renewed into thd 
image of God, its faculties opened, and the word o^ 
* faith begotten which obtaineth the fubftance ; then 
things are no more feen, and fpoken in parables, buj 
the Eternal Word declares plainly of the Father:, th^ 
vifionary fcenes are then palTed away, and the ierpen* 
tine wifdom confumed in the baptifmal fire, and therf 
is no more fea^ no more floating pf the io^agination, bu 
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the clear evidence of truth is tnanifefted to the humble, 
waiting,' and dependant foul, which has not only ex- 
perienced the new birth, but is brought into fufFering 
for itfeif and others, and fpiritualiy witneileth cru- 
pillion with Chrift, that it may reign with him in 
glory. 

My mind for fome time was deeply afFe£led at the 
continuance of war, men imbruing their hands in one 
another's blood: I was alio imprefled withfympatby 
at the fevere punilhmcnts infli^Eled upon the foldiery 
for trifling offences, and for the opprefled ftate of the 
poor affli£ted Africans; and I iaw how our nation 
contributed in its commerce to their flavery and 
cruel treatment, and therefore refrained ufing thofe 
articles produced by their labour. Oh that all who 
call themfelves Chriflians, and profefs to be fol- 
lowers of Jefus Chrift, the prince of peace, who 
came to reuore divine harmony amongft nien, would 
confider their ways and be wife, before that awful 
moment approaches when we muft be fummoned to 
give an account of all oYir anions, before that Al- 
mighty Being, who is juil in all his ways, and will 
render to every man according to his works; having 
been gracioufly pleafed, in his infinite love and good*- 
nefs, to place in every man's confcience a faithful 
ifnonitor, the divine delegate for God, to rule and 
guide us in the path of holinefs, truth and juftice; 
teaching our duty to him, and love to our neighbour : 
influencing our minds with univerfal benevolence: If 
wc aSi contrary to its diftates, and refift its im- 
preflions, how can we expeft, in the great day of 
account and of righteous retribution, to be admitted 
into that holy place where no unclean thing can ever 
enter: no, the Icntence of juftice muft be pronounc- 
ed, Depart, ye curbed, into ever laf ting fir e^ prepared 
for the devil and his angels, 

I had 9 fevere fever, fuffered great pain, and was 
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brought To very low, that my Ufe was defpaired of, 
and took medicines for the diforder to no eiFeft. 
When 1 had been ill about a week, my mind was 
drawn to behold the omnipotence of the Moft Higb» 
and that many faithful fouls had experienced the 
powerful efficacy of that faith which is his gift, who 
IS the fource and fountain from whom we receive 
all our mercies even to the healing our outward ma« 
ladies, and he is the fame yeilerday, to-day and for 
ever; faith fprung up in my foul» and the fpirit of 
prayer and fupplication breathed forth in^ thefe 
words, " O Lord, thou canft heal me, if thou pleafes ; 
" heal me thyfelf, deareft Lord !" I foon felt adiyiije 
fweetnefs rife in my heart, and difFufe itfe If through- 
out my whole frame, healing every part, fo that my 
pain entirely left me, and I was in a little time reftor- 
ed to perfiedl health. My foul was filled with grati- 
tude unto the Lord, to whom be all glory, honour 
and praife for evermore. 



/ 



The Lord was pleafed to make mfi acquainted 
with the depravity of my nature, by fuffering me to 
feel its weaknefs, and that every creature was liable 
to the malignity of it, if not kept by a fuperior 
power: and that to rife up parly and lay down late 
to take reft, and eatthebreadof carefulnefs,^in man's 
will, was Jbut loft labour: for^ taking thought I 
could not add one cubit to my ftaiur^; that I mufl: 
ftand ftill aiid fee the falvation of God, and let 
patience have its perfeft work. Sometimes I was 
enabled fo to do, and the waves and billows paffed 
over me, and I was preferved in the land of the 
living. Tho' I had been baptized as in Jordan, and 
bad beheld the Lamb of God, whofe difpenfation is 
to baptize with the holy ghoft and with fi.re, yet I 
had at times to travel on through dry. and barren 
ground ; for the Lord's people in all ages were a tried 
people, and many have been proved and exercifed ia 
outward things^ a&weM as inward befetmeatSi, which 
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was my lot ; for we were ftraitened in our circum- 
fiances, and I was afraid of contrafting debts more 
than we could difcharge; my faith grew weak, and I 
. again engaged in my former employ of paftry, &c. 
which I believe I ought not to have done, fo loft my 
peace, and fufFered much, tho' I gave it up again; 
out my foul bemoaned the abfence of her beloved, 
and 1 bowed in great humility before the Lord, and 
implored his forgivenefs ; my peace returned, and my 
hulband got a pi ace which was more than equivalent 
for what I had given up. 

I found this unfaitbfulnefs was a hindrance to my 
progrefs in divine things, and I had Hidden back, and 
had the ground to go over again. My defire in 
penning this, is, that if any one fhould perufe it that 
may be fo tiied, they may be faithful to the firft 
manifeftation of the requirings of truth; for the 
Lord hath declared, ihofe who draw back his foul will 
haveiwpleafurein them; but fuch was the goodnefs 
of the Almighty to me, that the fpring of life opened 
again in my foul, and I was enabled to depend on 
him alone, and fubmit to his wiU, for which, and all 
his mercies I blefs and praife his holy name. 

^ Concerning tythes and church rates, I was con- 
vinced that it was contrary to truth to bold up and fup- 
port an hireling miniftry ; that Chrift's minifters were 
free, and as they received freely they gave freely; 
and if he fent them forth without purfe or fcrip he 
would provide for them ; that tythes under the law 
weie given in confideration of the widow and ftranger 
as well as the priefls ; that the law with its rites and 
ceremonies was aboli(hed in Chrift, who is not after 
the l(m of a carnal commandment^ but after the 
power of an endlefs life. 

I alfo faw that the profeilbrs of truth fliould be cir- 
cumfpe£t in all things, not to give occafion to any 
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to blafpheme the high and holy profefllon of the 
Chriftian name, but i'ubmit to the laws of the land ; 
not to defraud the King of his due, but in things 
lawful render unto C^ejar the things that are his, 
when not inconiiftent with the law of God. 

Friends now thought proper to accept me into 
memberfhip, and told me they did not wi(h to 
hinder me from fpeaking in meetings, but wpuld 
have mc be careful to do it from a right call, which 
I was alfo defirous of fcrupuloufly attending to. 

Soon after I was taken with a very painful dif- 
order, which laftcd four months: I was brought very 
low, and my pain was extreme, but through divine 
favour I was enabled to bear it with patience and 
resignation. I . had the advice of a phyficiau, but 
queried in my mind refpe£ting it ; thinking the Lord 
could heal me as he had before if he pleafed, without 
medicine ; when it was fhewed me Elijah was fome- 
times fed by an angel, and fometimes by a raven ; 
that I muft receive equally from the hand of the Lord 
what he was pleafed to permit, and with Abraham be 
willing to offer up the precious life as a facrifice to 
the will of God; and that perfedion eonfifled in an 
humble fubmiflion to the divine will, without helita- 
tion or murmuring. 

My foul bowed in humble reverence. I recovered 
of my illnefs, and foon after fpoke a few words once 
or twice in meetings, but felt a rejedion from the 
people. A friend ipoke to me, 1 believe in much 
love, and faid, he believed I was not called to the 
miniftry, and that I was in the child's ftate, I told 
him if I was wrong I did not doubt but the Lord 
would fhew it me. I believed tha^ it was pemiitted 
for my further purification, and that the Lord's power 
would open or ihut the heaits of the people to re- 
ceive or reje£t me according to the purpofe of his 
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own will ; that I muft be wholly and entirely- de- 
pendent on him alone to ad and move in me as it 
pleafed him, tiie creature having no part in it but 
fubmif&on ; that as to my Qwn ftate, I ihould fee 
greater things than I had yet feen, when that which 
%s perfect was comcy that which is in part mujt be done 
away. 

I enjay^ed quiet repofe a long while, was happy, 
finiple and innocent, and thought I had attained my 
deiiredreft; but it was not fo. Alas J I was turned 
out into the earth again, apd was tempted to think I 
had finned againft the holy ghoft, '&nd was the very 
ofF-fcouring of the world. I had a flow fever and was 
reduced very weak; but the Lord in mercy came 
fkipping over the mountains to my relief, and I faw 
that feparate from him I could do nothing, for we 
were but unprofitable fervants; that if I was faved it 
was by grace alone through faith in the power of 
God, flowing from the living principle of life ; for 
this is the work of Gody that we believe in him whom 
he hathfent; and I knew that God was my Father, 
and had this aflurance given me that I fliould never 
perilh, but that felf-propriety fliould be reduced in 
me and become as nothing, that the foul might im- 
merfe itfelf in God, that his will might be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven. 

Oh my foul, thou haft been brought into the 
heights and depths, let it be thy care to dwell low, 
whether in abounding or in fufferi'ng want ! I 
bad often to travel on dry and barren ground, 
and Friends keeping at agreatdiftance from me, I 
had many teachers and but few fathers, fo tiiat I 
walked in a bewildered ftate, and thought the Lord 
'hadjbr/akenmey and my God had forgotten me; 
but a« I continued to make my fupplication to him, 
to be pleafed to lead, guide, and make me what he 
would have me to be i he arofe to piy comfort, 

fhewing 
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fhewing me, that I (hould not only know him as my 
Redeemer, but as King and Governor ; for when 
the will is brought into perfeft refignation, then 
ftiife ceafes, and the foul becomes holy, by being 
clothed with Chrift the light and life ; theji the 
will is free in the purity of divine wifdom, as faith 
our Lord to the Jews, If the truth Jet youfree^ 
ye are free indeed. For divine confolation is not 
the higheft mark of perfection, but a confcious rec^ 
titude of foul in all our aflions, by the power of God 
through faith, which gives vi^ory over the world, 
and preferves the foul in perfe£l peace amidft the 
trials allotted us in this tranutory ftate of being* 

I fometimes had a few words in meetings, but 
was rejefted by the people; though none reproved 
me, it brought a weighty exercife on my mind, left 
I fh'ould do wrong ; when I faw I mnft wait for the 
arifing of the feed which is the life, and in the light 
liften to the inward voice, and follow its council, 
which would be a lantern to my feet, and a light in 
my path, to difcern between the openings for myfelf 
and what was for others ; and without this dire^ion 
I might err, by going before my guide or flaying too 
far behind ; for when the Lord puts forth his fl^eep 
he goes before them, and experience increafes 
knowledge ; 1 faw I had with John bowed down 
to the divine revelation, but the charge is. See thou 
do it not ; worjliip God, The veil mnft be rent 
from the top to the bottom, that patience may have 
her perfeS work, that we may be entire, wanting 
nothing ; for the Lord is to his depending children, 
wifdoniy righteovfnejsy fanctifcation^ and thorough 
redemptiouy and leads in the path of fafety, and 
the end of this path is peace^ and ajfura'ncefor ever. 

The death of the will was now roanifeft to me, to 
which arduous taik our blefTed Lord returned thrice 
in the garden of Gethfemane, which fliews the 

great 



great difficulty of it in us, it being fo far from an 
inilantaneous work, that in fomc it is years before 
it is accomplished ; yet let none be difcouraged, 
but be faithful unto death, and they will receive a 
crown of life. When the will is. fubducd, nature 
foon refigns, and the Lord's power is manifeft i« the 
resigned will of the foul, and goes on conquering and 
to cooquer, till all our faculties are brought into fub- 
je/flioii ; for he 'who rideth with the faints on the 
White Horfe, with his vcfturq dipt in blood, wUoie 
fword is in his hand^ on whofe thigh his name is 
written. The Word of God, he leads captivity cap- 
tive, . and reigns vjftorious over the tranfgreffing 
nature ; for heaven is his throne and the earth his 
footftool; the bfeafts then fleep as in the night, flee- 
ing into dens and caves of the earth, eternal day 
then appears, and fin and iorrow is done away. 
Written in the year 1181. 

My foul was often introduced into mourning for 
th^ great inlenfibility and dead formality which pre- 
vailed in our ineetinj^s, amongft the people 1 was 
united to in religious feliowlhip, and this language 
attended my mind : <* I wil! feparate between cattle 
♦• and cattle, and fearch Jerufalem with candles, 
" and many fhall be caft off for their unfaithfulnefs ; 
** for they have forfaken me the living God, and 
«* followed their own devices even to unbelief, 
**truftingin the profeffion of their forefathers (whom 
** I gathered from amongft the nations to be my pe- 
^^ cuHar people) not acknowledging me in all their 
"ways. Many of them have forfaken the land- 
** mark of truth, and turned from my power which 
** alone can redeem.'* 

O ! the baptifms and deep wadings I had to go 
through ! the many bitter cups I had to drink, the 
fcornings, the poverty and diftreffed fea:fons I had to 
travel through ; but I W4is ^enabled to endure the 

crofs 
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crofs and (kfplfe the fliame for the hope fet before 
me, believidg eternal liberty would be my portion, 
theftability of my times righteoufnefs andpeacCf and 
the effect of righteoufnefs,. quietnefs and affurahct 
for ever. :. *•*' 

The people I had lately come from atoongft, (thb 
Methodifts fo called) were often in my mind, and a 
travail of fpirit attended me on their account, who 
I believe had a good beginning, many being awaken- 
ed to afenfe of their loft'eftate, who by repentance 
received remifSon of fin, being brought into Kfofes'ii 
baptifm in the cloud and in the fea, but not journey- 
ing forward through the wildernefs af their own 
nature, and paffing through Jordan, the river of 
judgment, into the path of regeneration to the good 
land,^ iuppoiing the Lord will lanftify them in an 
inftantaneous manner, they foar above the witnefs of 
truth in its loW appearance in their hearts, and ki 
the exaltation of nature, mixing reafon with the 
fpirit, are lifted up in their imagination, not waiting 
in ftillnefs to know the work of holinefs wrought in 
them by the power of God, in his own time and 
manner, but turning outward, wander out of the way, 
their preachers direfting them to the fcripture^ as 
their only rule and guide, which teftify of Chrift the 
Emanuel, God within us, who in the days of his 
flelh faid, I am the light of the world ; whofoever 
followeth me /hall not walk in darknefsy hut fhall 
ha'oe the light of life. Now it is certain, the whole 
world could not nor never did follow him in his oiit- 
ward appearance ; therefore hemiift mean his inward 
appearance in the hearts of men, as the everlafting 
light of life, of whom John bore witnefs when he 
lays. In the beginning^ was the Wordy and the Word 
was with Gody and the Word was God \ by him all 
ihingsweremadethat were fnade, and in him waslife^ 
and his life was the Hght of men i-^-he is the tf*ue 

light 



r 60 j 

Blett be the Lord, who sent his only Son* 

To do that work which we could ne'er have done ; 

Who freely tasted death for all mankind. 

And gave his Spirit to inspire the mind ; 

To lead and guide us in the narrow road. 

Which brings our souls into the fold of God. 

Wipe Mary*s better part be then our choice, 

And let us wait upon our Master's voice ; 

To form our judgment, animate our soul, 

Our darling passions by his power controul* 

Nothing's too hard for his Almighty arm, 

Omnipotent, in power he's stillihe same; 

O let us turn into our Guide within, 

That secret monitor, resisting sin ; 

And wait upon our Lord with fervent zeal# 

And he with friendly care our sins will heal ; 

Create, and form us puie in every part. 

Renew his lovely image in our heart : 

That we well satisfy'd therewith may sing. 

Loud Hallelujahs to our Heavenly King. 



After a Ciofe Trial and Severe Conflict. 

1 HE morning da wn*d upou my soul. 

With beams of radiant light ; 
The Lord appeared with smiles of love. 

And bless'd my longing sight. 
The darkness which surround his throne. 

Was banish'd tar away ; 
The brightness of the morn broke forth, 

And usher'd in the day* 
O ! that my soul may ne'er forget. 

Thy gracious works, O Lord, 
When in distress thou succour'dme. 

And cjinfort did aflFord : 
Upon a ten-string'd instrument, 

I will record thy fame, 
And with the harp and trumpet's voice 

Sound forth thy glorious name. 



An 
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An Adifefs to Young People on the Succejfwn of tht 
Months. 

In their successive round the fleeting months appear, 
And in harmonious order, close up ev'ry year ; 
Which manifests — the Almighty God of love, 
Whose power supreme their various changes move. 

The first with shrivell'd face the crystal waters freere^ 
And with the hoary frost doth candy o'er the trees. 

The second quickly hastes, in the same garb and form,/ 
With rain, and frost,. and cold', in one* continued storm ; 
The heavy low*ring clouds do darken o*er the sky, . 
And snowy garb of while in beauteous fleeces fly. 

Boreas the third attends, and sometimes is so kitid, ' 
To dry th6 watry bogs, with his sharp-piercing wind. 

Th'd fourth comes smiling forth, with sunshine and wit& 
lain, 
Clothing with beauteous dress, the fields and dusky plam. 

The fifth with different dyes enamels o'er the green, 
And decks with lovely flowers the variegated scene ; / 
The bifds do sweetly sing melodious strains of love, 
Where the puce crystal stream meanders thro' the grove. 

Thfe sixth its fruits and roots ihe op'ning earth doth yieldj 
And fills with plenteous stores the fertile groves and field, 
Which seem with ardent haste each other to out- vie, 
Our tables to adorn, our difPrent tastes supply. 

The seventh with genial warmth, bright Phoebus doth renew, . 
And gives the fruits and roots, their proper taste and hue ; I 

The flagrant Jessamine, its slender twigs entwine. 
United with* the woodbine, and the mantling vine ; 
The hyacinth and rose, and lilly sweetly flower, I 

And with their beauteous shade, do form the pleasant bowery 
Where little lambkins play, beneath thcL spread ir.g trees, j 

And whisp'ring zephyrs fan the enlivening breeze. 

The eighth, with ripen 'd fruits, the trees with clusters bow, ^\ 
And the ripe yellow corn, in plenteous ridges grow : I 

This. highly. favour'd month, with golden harvest crown'd, ^ ; 
Cheers the glad husbandman, and makes his joys abound. - I 

The ninth, autumnal scenes another ftrm display,.. 
The leaves begin to fall, the pretty flowers decay >. j 

F Embleni ' 
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Emblem of human lincl, poor shadow of a shadf, 
Whei) wri«kl«d age appears, and all its beauties fade. 

The unrelenting tenth does strip tB* forest barfc. 
And leares no shrub nor covert iFor the trembling hare. 
The wintry gloom arrives, and doth itself display. 
And wif h the eleventh month, d6es s^ottcn every day % 
The social neighbours now, around the fire do iji66t, 
"With chcarful converse they each ofhet friendly gitfcti; 
Or sometimes with a book, iostrudlion doth impart, 
Their morals to improve^ and to corre<$l the heart. 

The twelfth does darker grow, darker and more 8eV^e| 
And with its gloomy aspeA closes up the year. 

View thou this gradual change, transferred to th^ and tneg 
Which in life's diflTrcnt scenes and stages we may see. 
From infancy to youth, from youth to hoary age ; 
Then the last curtain's drawn, and calfe us off the stage. 
Xcarn then to prize thy time, which providence hath giveDf 
Walk in the narrow way, which leads thee unto heaven. 
Wait daily on that voice, which dwells within thy breast. 
That inward monitor, that pure cejestial guest ; 
Which doth reprove thy faults, and re^lifies thy heart. 
Heals thy backsliding soul, and comfort doth impart. 
With Mary make that choice, which never fades away. 
And it will guide thy soul, unto the perfecft day : ' 
Where thou shalt always dwell, within this blest abode^ 
And there for ever sing, Salvation to our God. 



The SouVs Addrefs to its Makers. 

When I thy wondrous ptovidcnce survey. 
Which led my steps along the narrow way ; 
The sweet impressions of thy love impart 
Renewed gratitude within ray heart. 

When pain and sickness seiz'd my languid head. 
And death seem'd hov'ring round rhy restless bed : 
How oft hast thou with health renew'd my frame, 
To sing thy praise, and bless thy holy name. 

When 
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When cIos*d in shades of darl: Qoctumal aigh^ ^ 
Thou didst appear arrayM in tadiantlrght^ 
The mists retir*d, thed?i1ciiess fled a Way, 
And night was lost in the meridian day« 

The wily serpent did his shape transfbrxa^ 
And with an angers garb himself adorn ; 
When to the verge oi woe his flatteries led. 
Thy mercy interposed, and crushM his head* 

When in the wilderness I lost my way. 
Where frightful bedsts their hideous forms display i 
When wand*ring wide by reason of the nighty 
Thy friendly care dircded me aright. 

The world with scorn ray humbling path deride^ 
And with contempt and self-assuming pride^ 
Despise i;ay scruples ; but they did not see 
That secret power which guided inwardly, , 

Mine own familiar friend did me forsake^ 
With whom I us*d sweet couneel for to take, 
And walk'd within the house of God as friends,. 
Yet now from me' his faithless footstep bends. 

Andtho* my near relatives turn aside. 
Yet in the Lord my soul s'hall still confide. 
Who will condadl me through the thorny way. 
And guide my footsteps to the perfcdl day. 

When with the morning's wings I soar'd on high> 
And skim^d along the bright ethereal sky ; 
The wide extended sea beneath me roar*d, 
Thy right hand bore me up and comfort did afford. 

When in the deeps my trembling footsteps trod, 
And rolling billows floated all abroad ; 
When thou appeared, array'd in smiles of love, 
Thy presence chcar^d my soul, and all my fears remov*d; 

When through the fire, (no other way 1 found) 
I dauntless past, thy breath the fire diddrown*d. 
And brought me through the fiery furnace free, 
For which my soul doth praiies sing to thee. ^^^. The 



r «4 J 

The waf of Kfe and peace Iquickly found; 
Which to pursue I crept along the ground ; 
The strait and narrow gate appearM in view» . 
I stript, and then, I easily pa8S*d throughr 

And when thou Bt'd tny feet no more to, \DOve»^ 
In the immensity of heavily love. 
My soul did humbly bow before my Lord; 
Absorb*d in sileoce, worshiped and ador*d* 

While thoapreserv'stmy life, O ! may I be^^^. 
For ever dedicated unto thee ; 
My life the off'rfng which to thee I give, . 
Acceptable in Christ in whom I live. 

When the pale monarch summons* me to deat{f» 
And tlie last sigh— shall rend my parting breath ; 
Blest with thy love, encircled by thy might, , 
With joy ril lake my everlasting flight, — 

To that bless*d place, where I shall dwell with thee^ 
From all my cares, and fears, for ever free. 
And sweetly join the heavenly Choirs above, 
To sing for ever my Redeemer's love. 
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